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(Pub. L. 107-12, §6, May 30, 2001, 115 Stat. 22.)
§ 15206. National Medal of Valor Office

There is established within the Department of
Justice a National Medal of Valor Office. The
Office shall provide staff support to the Board to
establish criteria and procedures for the submis-
sion of recommendations of nominees for the
Medal of Valor and for the final design of the
Medal of Valor.

(Pub. L. 107-12, §7, May 30, 2001, 115 Stat. 22.)
§15207. Consultation requirement

The Board shall consult with the Institute of
Heraldry within the Department of Defense re-
garding the design and artistry of the Medal of
Valor. The Board may also consider suggestions
received by the Department of Justice regarding
the design of the medal, including those made
by persons not employed by the Department.

(Pub. L. 107-12, §9, May 30, 2001, 115 Stat. 22.)

§ 15208. Law enforcement tribute acts

(a) Short title

This section may be cited as the ‘“‘Law En-
forcement Tribute Act”.
(b) Findings

Congress finds the following:

(1) The well-being of all citizens of the
United States is preserved and enhanced as a
direct result of the vigilance and dedication of
law enforcement and public safety personnel.

(2) More than 700,000 law enforcement offi-
cers, both men and women, at great risk to
their personal safety, serve their fellow citi-
zens as guardians of peace.

(3) Nationwide, b1 law enforcement officers
were Killed in the line of duty in 2000, accord-
ing to statistics released by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. This number is an in-
crease of 9 from the 1999 total of 42.

(4) In 1999, 112 firefighters died while on
duty, an increase of 21 deaths from the pre-
vious year.

(5) Every year, 1 in 9 peace officers is as-
saulted, 1 in 25 is injured, and 1 in 4,400 is
killed in the line of duty.

(6) In addition, recent statistics indicate
that 83 officers were accidentally killed in the
performance of their duties in 2000, an increase
of 18 from the 65 accidental deaths in 1999.

(7) A permanent tribute is a powerful means
of honoring the men and women who have
served our Nation with distinction. However,
many law enforcement and public safety agen-
cies lack the resources to honor their fallen
colleagues.

(c) Program authorized

From amounts made available to carry out
this section, the Attorney General may make
grants to States, units of local government, and
Indian tribes to carry out programs to honor,
through permanent tributes, men and women of
the United States who were killed or disabled
while serving as law enforcement or public safe-
ty officers.

(d) Uses of funds

Grants awarded under this section shall be dis-
tributed directly to the State, unit of local gov-
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ernment, or Indian tribe, and shall be used for
the purposes specified in subsection (¢) of this
section.

(e) $150,000 limitation

A grant under this section may not exceed
$150,000 to any single recipient.

(f) Matching funds

(1) The Federal portion of the costs of a pro-
gram provided by a grant under this section may
not exceed 50 percent.

(2) Any funds appropriated by Congress for the
activities of any agency of an Indian tribal gov-
ernment or the Bureau of Indian Affairs per-
forming law enforcement or public safety func-
tions on any Indian lands may be used to pro-
vide the non-Federal share of a matching re-
quirement funded under this subsection.

(g) Applications

To request a grant under this section, the
chief executive of a State, unit of local govern-
ment, or Indian tribe shall submit an applica-
tion to the Attorney General at such time, in
such manner, and accompanied by such informa-
tion as the Attorney General may require.

(h) Annual report to Congress

Not later than November 30 of each year, the
Attorney General shall submit a report to the
Congress regarding the activities carried out
under this section. Each such report shall in-
clude, for the preceding fiscal year, the number
of grants funded under this section, the amount
of funds provided under those grants, and the ac-
tivities for which those funds were used.

(i) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2002 through 2006.

(Pub. L. 107-273, div. C, title I, §11001, Nov. 2,
2002, 116 Stat. 1815.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as the Law Enforcement Tribute
Act, and also as part of the 21st Century Department of
Justice Appropriations Authorization Act, and not as
part of the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of
2001 which comprises this chapter.

CHAPTER 146—ELECTION ADMINISTRATION
IMPROVEMENT

SUBCHAPTER I—PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR
ELECTION ADMINISTRATION IMPROVEMENTS
AND REPLACEMENT OF PUNCH CARD AND
LEVER VOTING MACHINES

Sec.
15301. Payments to States for activities to improve
administration of elections.
(a) In general.
(b) Use of payment.
(c) Use of funds to be consistent with
other laws and requirements.
(d) Amount of payment.
Replacement of punch card or lever voting
machines.
(a) Establishment of program.
(b) Eligibility.
(c) Amount of payment.
(d) Repayment of funds for failure to
meet deadlines.
(e) Punch card voting system defined.

15302.
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Sec.
15303. Guaranteed minimum payment amount.

(a) In general.

(b) Pro rata reductions.

Authorization of appropriations.

(a) In general.

(b) Continuing availability of funds after
appropriation.

(c) Use of returned funds and funds re-
maining unexpended for require-
ments payments.

(d) Deposit of amounts in State election
fund.

(e) Authorization of appropriations for
Administrator.

Administration of programs.
Effective date.

SUBCHAPTER II—COMMISSION
PART A—ESTABLISHMENT AND GENERAL ORGANIZATION

15304.

15305.
15306.

SUBPART 1—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

Establishment.
Duties.
Membership and appointment.
(a) Membership.
(b) Term of service.
(¢) Chair and vice chair.
(d) Compensation.
Staff.
(a) Executive Director, General Counsel,
and other staff.
(b) Experts and consultants.
(c) Staff of Federal agencies.
(d) Arranging for assistance for Board of
Advisors and Standards Board.
(e) Consultation with Board of Advisors
and Standards Board on certain
matters.

15321.
15322.
15323.

15324.

15325. Powers.
(a) Hearings and sessions.
(b) Information from Federal agencies.
(c) Postal services.
(d) Administrative support services.
(e) Contracts.
Dissemination of information.
Annual report.
Requiring majority approval for actions.
Limitation on rulemaking authority.
Authorization of appropriations.

15326.
15327.
15328.
15329.
15330.

SUBPART 2—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
STANDARDS BOARD AND BOARD OF ADVISORS

Establishment.
Duties.
Membership of Standards Board.
(a) Composition.
(b) Procedures for notice and certifi-
cation of appointment.
(c) Executive Board.
Membership of Board of Advisors.
(a) In general.
(b) Manner of appointments.
(c) Term of service; vacancy.
(d) Chair.
Powers of Boards; no compensation for serv-
ice.
(a) Hearings and sessions.
(b) Information from Federal agencies.
(c) Postal services.
(d) Administrative support services.
(e) No compensation for service.
Status of Boards and members for purposes of
claims against Board.
(a) In general.
(b) Exception for criminal acts and other
willful conduct.

15341.
15342.
15343.

15344.

15345.

15346.

SUBPART 3—TECHNICAL GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

15361. Technical Guidelines Development Commit-

tee.
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(a) Establishment.

(b) Duties.

(c) Membership.

(d) No compensation for service.

(e) Technical support from National In-
stitute of Standards and Tech-
nology.

(f) Publication of recommendations in
Federal Register.

15362. Process for adoption.

(a) General requirement for notice and
comment.

(b) Consideration of recommendations of
Development Committee; submis-
sion of proposed guidelines to Board
of Advisors and Standards Board.

(c) Review.

(d) Final adoption.

(e) Special rule for initial set of guide-
lines.

PART B—TESTING, CERTIFICATION, DECERTIFICATION,

AND RECERTIFICATION OF VOTING SYSTEM HARDWARE
AND SOFTWARE

15371. Certification and testing of voting systems.
(a) Certification and testing.
(b) Laboratory accreditation.
(c) Continuing review by National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology.

(d) Transition.

PART C—STUDIES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE
EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION OF FEDERAL ELECTIONS

15381. Periodic studies of election administration is-
sues.
(a) In general.
(b) Election administration
scribed.
(c) Reports.

Study, report, and recommendations on best
practices for facilitating military and over-
seas voting.

(a) Study.
(b) Report and recommendations.

Report on human factor research.

Study and report on voters who register by
mail and use of Social Security informa-
tion.

(a) Registration by mail.
(b) Use of Social Security information.

Study and report on electronic voting and the
electoral process.

(a) Study.
(b) Report.

Study and report on free absentee ballot post-
age.

(a) Study on the establishment of a free
absentee ballot postage program.

(b) Report.

(c) Postal Service defined.

Consultation with Standards Board and Board
of Advisors.

issues de-

15382.

15383.
15384.

15385.

15386.

15387.

PART D—ELECTION ASSISTANCE

SUBPART 1—REQUIREMENTS PAYMENTS

15401. Requirements payments.

(a) In general.

(b) Use of funds.

(c) Retroactive payments.

(d) Adoption of Commission guidelines
and guidance not required to re-
ceive payment.

(e) Schedule of payments.

(f) Limitation.

Allocation of funds.
(a) In general.
(b) State allocation percentage defined.

15402.
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